i88 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
marked the definite termination of the campaign of 1824 ^d of
the first phase of the war.
For 1825 the British command now prepared a most
ambitious and, as it turned out, impracticable plan for a
combined advance against Ava, from three directions. While
Campbell with his main army advanced up the Irrawaddy, in
accordance with his previous instructions, a force of 10,000
men under Morrison was to assemble in Chittagong, occupy
Arakan, and, crossing the mountains between that province
and Ava, fall upon the latter place from the west, and a smaller
force was to push southwards from Sylhet by way of Manipur
upon the same objective. These subsidiary operations ended,
the one in failure, the other in disaster. The Sylhet column
found the ground before it impassable for regular troops and
confined itself to taking possession of Manipur with its auxiliary
forces. Morrison, after successfully completing the occupation
of Arakan, pushed a detachment over the mountains eastward,
which was practically wiped out in a few weeks by malaria ;
with the coming of the rains the remainder of his force fell
victims to the same deadly disease and perished in such numbers
that the remnant had eventually to be withdrawn home. As
against these setbacks the conquest of Assam was at length
completed and Campbell's campaign was ultimately carried to
complete success.
That general commenced his advance in February, his force
being divided into two main columns ; the one, 2700 strong,
under his personal command, to move up the Hlaing River, and
strike the Irrawaddy in rear of Bundoola's entrenched camp at
Donobyu, which would be menaced in front by the second
column of 1200 men under Cotton, pushing up the main river.
A detachment was sent off to the west to take possession of
Bassein, the rest of the army being held in reserve at Rangoon.
Cotton was unable to force the enemy's position in his front,
and as Bundoola still persisted in holding his ground despite
Campbell's appearance at Henzada in his rear, the British general
was compelled by shortage of supplies to move downstream
and regain connection with Cotton and his base. The Burmese
were invested, and shortly afterwards the fall of their general
induced them to disperse, leaving open to the invaders the road
to Prome, which was peacefully occupied at the end of April.
Here Campbell, compelled to pause in his advance by the
coming of the rains, opened abortive negotiations for peace
with the Court of Ava, who after some discussion agreed to a
cessation, of hostilities till November i, and made use of the
breathing space thus afforded them to collect a new army of
40,000 men. These on the termination of the armistice took

